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October 2015  

Dates to Note: 
 

 Sept 30 - Mid-
Quarter 

 Sept 30—2 Hour 
Early dismissal:  
Teacher In-Service 

 Oct 2 - School Pic-
tures for Pre4 
through 12th grades 

 Oct 5 - Student 
Hunger Drive Kick-
Off, 6-8 pm 

 Oct 6 - School Pic-
tures for Pre3 only 

 Oct 12- No School, 
Columbus Day 

 Oct 14 - PSAT 

 Oct 15 - Logic Stu-
dents Protocol 

 Oct 16 - Race for 
Education  

 Oct 16 - Senior 
Babysitting 

 Oct 24 - Fall Jubilee 

 Oct 30 - End of 1st 
qtr. 

 

Head of Upper School Notes-The Importance of  

Community 
“The greatest need in modern civilization is the development of communities—true commu-
nities where the heart of God is home, where the humble and wise learn to shepherd those on 
the path behind them, where trusting strugglers lock arms with others as together they journey 
on.”  (Crabb, 1997, p. xvii)  People need to belong to a community.  They need connections.  
The kind of connections that are needed can only come from having a heart of Christ that 
comes from a having a deep fellowship with Him. 

It is so rewarding to be a part of Morning Star Academy and experience the community we 
have at our school.  I have had the privilege of hearing and watching the acceptance and en-
couragement the previous students are demonstrating to the new students we have this year.  
They are excited to have new peers and have a desire to see them feel at home! Also, our sea-
soned teachers have come alongside the new teachers and have helped and supported them in 
so many different ways.  This is agape love in action.  There is no greater love. 

If you have not had the opportunity to see our sports teams in action, please mark a date to do 
so.  This is another way I have seen our community come together in support.  Students are 
traveling together to cheer on their peers and to just enjoy being together.  It is truly a joy to 
be able to be involved in just a piece of their time together. 

If your child, no matter what age, has gotten hurt or has just had a rough day, someone has 
put an arm around them and has taken them to get the help they needed. This is love in ac-
tion.  This is what creates community – a true heart of Christ, showing His love to each other. 

What a privilege we have to have a school where like-minded individuals can have a communi-

ty to thrive in.  Thank you for sharing your children with me and being a part of the Morning 

Star community.  I am looking forward to a tremendous year!  

Mrs. Wingerd 

Morning Star Academy is pleased to announce that Erika Parks, a Morning Star senior, has 

been named a Commended Student in the 2016 National Merit Scholarship Program.  

Erika is the daughter of Brian and Kara Parks. 

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their ex-
ceptional academic promise.  Although they will not continue in the 2016 competition for Na-
tional Merit Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of 
more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2016 competition by taking the 2014 Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). 
 
Congratulations Erika!  
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Morning Star Athletics 
We are seeking companies and individuals who will take an interest in Morning Star Academy’s sports program.  
A thriving sports program is necessary to promote community, commitment, healthy competition, and teamwork.   

We are working hard to build a better program and to do this we need your support.  We greatly appreciate your 
consideration and ask for a minimum $300.00 donation to purchase a banner to be displayed for one year at our 
current home gym, Sports Town, located in Eldridge, Iowa.  The 2’x4’ banner will promote your company and 
show your support for Morning Star Academy athletics.  If you would like to see a sample of what your banner 
would look like or have further questions, please contact Elisa Wingerd at elisa.wingerd@msa-qc.org   

Thank you for support! 

Headmaster Search Update 
Most of you are aware that in April, our previous Headmaster, Dr. Casey Shutt, accepted a position with a classi-
cal Christian school closer to family in Oklahoma.  Within days of his resignation, Morning Star’s board put to-
gether a search committee to begin the process of filling his position.  We knew that the timing was not ideal as 
most potential headmaster candidates would have already signed contracts for the upcoming school year.  That 
being said, we believed God would faithfully provide for our school.   

We have received several applications since the position was posted in May and have been impressed with the 
candidates we have interviewed, one of which we are in the process of vetting.    There are two other applicants 
that we plan to interview, and we continue to receive applications from potential candidates.  Being a part of the 
last search for headmaster, I know that it can be a long process.  Our committee has always felt that we would 
not rush this process just to fill a position, but that we would take the time necessary to find the right fit for our 
school even if it meant starting this year without a headmaster.  We do have a goal of hiring our next headmaster 
during this school year, preferably by the end of 2015.  We are in a good position having Mrs. Cheryl Headley 
leading our Grammar School and Mrs. Elisa Winged leading our Logic and Rhetoric Schools.  They are doing a 
fantastic job in their roles while also absorbing the pressing needs that would normally be managed by a head-
master. 

Please continue to pray for the search committee and our school during this process that God would provide the 
best leader for Morning Star Academy! 

Chad Bohonek 
Headmaster Search Committee 

Summer Readers 
 
Several Morning Star students completed summer reading programs at area libraries.  Students completing the 
Moline Public Library’s “Every Hero Has a Story” summer reading program were:  Kaleb Beintema, Morgan 
Tipsword, and Reagan Tipsword. 
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Chess Class is Back 
If you participated in Chess Class last year or are wanting to learn chess for the first time, you will be interested to 
know that Chess Class will be starting again on October 13 for a 4-week session. 

If you are interested, contact Roger Kromphardt at 563-508-0648 or email him at roharo@aol.com. 

Cost for the 4-week session is $40.  Class will meet from 3:30pm to 4:45pm on Tuesdays beginning October 13 
and ending November 3. Classes meet in the lunchroom.   

We are also looking for a parent or Rhetoric School student to be present during each session.  Students can 
count this time toward community service hours. Pleas contact Mrs. Headley or Mrs. Wingerd if you can proctor 
one or all of the classes. 

 

mailto:elisa.wingerd@msa-qc.org
tel:563-508-0648
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The benefits of teaching etiquette to our student are far reaching.  Those who know and practice etiquette are more like-
ly to achieve the highest echelon of advancement in their communities and careers. 
 
The Grammar students (5th-6th) will be taught basic table manners and kindness to others to be showcased during a 
Christmas Tea with their parents and teachers. 
 
The Logic students (7th-8th) will be taught business etiquette, which includes:  dining skills and media etiquette to be 
used at a semi-formal dinner held at:  Biaggi’s, Thursday, October 15, from 5:30-7:30 pm.  Pictures will be taken 
before dinner at 5:00pm at MSA.   
 
The Rhetoric students (9th-12th) will practice using social skills during their Spring Formal.  Throughout the even-
ing they will use formal dining skills during a banquet honoring our senior class.  They will also practice etiquette with 
peers, teachers, and parents.  Spring Formal displays all that students have learned and practiced in their etiquette train-
ing at Morning Star Academy. 

Benefits of Etiquette 

 Time and Talent Survey 
We hope that your school year is off to a happy and productive start! If you haven’t yet filled out a Time & Talent 
Survey, it’s not too late. Contact Dawn Hughes (kndhughes@msn.com) if you need an additional copy. 
 

 We also are looking for people to help with some of our projects.  We need a chapel speaker coordinator, a year book editor 
(we have help but need someone to be in charge), volunteers to help with the uniform sale, Kids Against Hunger service pro-
ject, Trivia Night, and Wishing Tree.  Please contact Dawn Hughes (kndhughes@msn.com) if you can help, or note it on your 
Time and Talent Sheet.  

 
 Teacher & Staff Appreciation 
 This year we will once again be reserving the last week of each month as Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week. The 

idea behind this week is to take a moment to reach out to the teachers and staff at MSA to thank them for all that 
they do for our children. Each month will have a theme which is simply meant to help guide and inspire you. No 
gesture of appreciation is too big or too small! As you’re thinking about ways to show your appreciation, please 
don’t forget about music, gym, art, library, and Spanish teachers, as well as, the support staff that helps keep MSA 
running smoothly!  

 
October’s theme will be Harvest Your Blessings. “The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.” Psalm 
67:6 

 
 Race for Education & Spirit Week (Preschool-6th Grade) 
 Preschool-6th grade will be celebrating Spirit Week in the days leading up to the Race for Education on October 

16. During Spirit Week, each day will have a different theme. Theme days are non-uniform days for those (K-6th ) 
who choose to dress according to the theme. If your student chooses not to dress according to the theme, they will 
be expected to wear their school uniform. 
*Tuesday, October 13: Sports Day! Wear your favorite team’s jersey, shirt or sweatshirt! 
*Wednesday, October 14: Crazy Hat/ Hair Day! The crazier the better!  
*Thursday, October 15: Backwards/Mis-Matched Day. Let’s see how silly your outfits can be!  
*Friday, October 16: MSA Spirit Day! Wear MSA apparel to show your Mustang Pride!  
 
Looking Ahead…… 
 

*Parent Teacher Conferences, November 5th & 6th.   
*Thanksgiving Feast, November 25. Look for details, including menu options, to be coming home soon!  

October PTP News 
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  Fall Jubilee - Saturday, October 24, 2015 - 1pm - 5pm:  Morning Star Academy:  Join us for an afternoon 
of family fun!  

 Games/Face Painting  

 Food 

 Chili Contest- Bring your best homemade chili to enter in a chili cook-off! Entry fee is $5.  

 Pumpkin Carving Contest- Enter you pumpkin carving masterpiece in the 
pumpkin carving contest.  Entry fee is $5.  Note: All pumpkins must be 
carved prior to the Fall Jubilee.  

 Bags Contest-Entry fee is $5 
 

       Prizes will be awarded for all contests.   

  

 

 It’s Back - Senior Babysitting Nights at MSA: 
 Friday, October 16, 5pm - 9pm 
 Friday, November 13, 5pm - 9pm 
 Saturday, December 12,  5pm - 9pm 

Senior Class Sponsored Events 

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser for Student Council  
Please come support the MSA student council at Pizza Ranch on Monday, November 23, 
from 5-9 p.m.  They will receive all tips from this night as well as 10% of the night’s prof-
its.  They will be serving pizzas and bussing tables.  The money will be put towards their 
Senior Trip 

 

MSA Families, 

Next week we will be kicking off the Student Hunger Drive on Monday, Octo-
ber 5th,  at the River Bend Foodbank, 4010 Kimmel Drive, Davenport, IA, at 
6:00pm.  We hope the community of MSA will be there to show MUSTANG 
SPIRIT!   

 

This year there will be four teams competing for prizes each week from October 5th -  November 12th.  The teams 
are as follows: 

House of Del Monte – 2nd, 5th, 9th, and 11th grade 
House of Jolly Green Giant – 1st, 7th, and 12th grade 
House of Campbell’s – Kindergarten, 4th, and 10th grade 
House of Boyardee – 3rd, 8th, and 6th grade 
 
Each house that wins each week will receive a small prize.  Each class that collected the most cans in their house 
will receive a large prize.  We are looking forward to the best year ever!  Let’s get out there and collect cans and 
have fun while helping those in need!  

Thank you for participating, 

Your Student Council 


